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REMARKS 

In accordance with the foregoing, claims 1 and 3 have been amended, and claims 7-1 1 
have been added. Claims 1-1 1 are pending and under consideration. No new matter is 
presented in this Amendment. 

REJECTIONS UNDER DOUBLE PATENTING: 

On pages 2-5 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejects claims 1-6 on the ground of 
nonstatutory obviousness-type double patenting as being unpatentable over claim 3 (which 
includes claim 1) of U.S. Patent No. 6,725,400. In view of the enclosed Terminal Disclaimer, it is 
respectfully requested that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the rejection. 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U-S.C. S102: 

On pages 5-7 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejects claims 3 and 5 under 35 U.S.C. 
§1 02(b) in view of Chan (U.S. Patent No. 5,271,018). The rejection is respectfully traversed and 
reconsideration is requested. 

While applicants do not necessarily agree with the Examiner's broad construction, as 
noted in the interview with the Examiner conducted November 8, 2006. Chan does not suggest 
that the start logical block of field 1 of the zone table is calculated after defect management is 
performed, and instead appears to reflect a generic logical file structure. Moreover, Chan is 
directed to translating the logical structure shown in the zone table to a physical address as 
described in col: 11, line 63 to col. 13, line 23 in conjunction with FIG. 6. Thus, the start logical 
block of Chan does not reflect slipping replacement, which is instead accounted for using the 
defect management alone during this translation process. 

In contrast, claim 3 recites, among other features, "the start position information for each 
zone includes a start logical sector number for controlling access to data recorded on the 
recording medium, where the start logical sector number is stored in a disc definition structure 
area of a defect management area of the recording medium after the start logical sector number 
for each sector is calculated to reflect the start logical sector number after defect management is 
performed." As such, it is respectfully requested that the Examiner reconsider and withdraw the 
rejection as discussed in the interview. 

Claim 5 is deemed patentable due at least to its depending from claim 3. 

REJECTIONS UNDER 35 U.S.C. S103: 

On pages 7-10 of the Office Action, the Examiner rejects claims 1, 2, 4 and 6 under 35 
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U.S.C. §103(a) in view of Chan and Saitoh et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6,189,110). The rejection Is 
respectfully traversed and reconsideration is requested. 

While applicants do not necessarily agree with the Examiner's broad construction of 
Chan and while it is noted that Saitoh et al. teaches away from the zone bit recording shown in 
FIG. 1 in favor of having spare areas within each zone shown in FIG. 4 and as similarly is shown 
in Chan , as noted in the interview with the Examiner conducted November 8, 2006, Chan does 
not suggest that the start logical block of field 1 of the zone table is calculated after defect 
management, and instead appears to reflect a generic logical file structure. Moreover, Chan is 
directed to translating the logical structure shown in the zone table to a physical address as 
described in col. 11, line 63 to col. 13, line 23 in conjunction with FIG. 6. Thus, the start logical 
block of Chan does not reflect slipping replacement, which is instead accounted for using the 
defect management alone during this translation process. Saitoh et al. is not relied upon and 
does not disclose how slipping replacement relates to a logical start position of a zone. 

Additionally, to the extent that FIG. 1 of Saitoh et al. is suggested as being used with 
Chan , as discussed with the Examiner in the interview, FIG. 1 shows the spare area at an inner 
circumference and is thus prior to the zones. Saitoh et al. is not relied upon and does not 
disclose another location of the spare area in FIG. 1 . The Examiner admits on page 8 of the 
Office Action that Chan does not disclose a spare area in an area other than the zones. 

In contrast, claim 1 recites, among other features, "a spare area disposed in an area 
after the zones of the data area to record replacement data for defective areas of zones of the 
data area," with "the start logical sector number for each zone stored in the start position 
information being calculated to reflect the start logical sector number after defect management is 
performed." As such, it is respectfully submitted that the combination does not disclose or 
suggest the invention as recited in claim 1 . 

Claims 2, 4, and 6 are deemed patentable due at least to their depending from claim 1 . 

PATENTABILITY OF NEW CLAIMS : 

Claims 7-15 are deemed patentable due at least to their depending from corresponding 
claims 1 and 3, for reasons similarly discussed in the interview with the Examiner, and/or for 
reasons similar to the patentability of certain claims in the parent application which issued as 
U.S. Patent No. 6,725,400. 
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CONCLUSION: 

There being no further outstanding objections or rejections, it is submitted that the 
application is in condition for allowance. An early action to that effect is courteously solicited. 

Finally, If there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is 
requested to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 

If there are any additional fees associated with filing of this Amendment, please charge 
the same to our Deposit Account No. 503333. 



1400 Eye St., NW 
Suite 300 

Washington, D.C. 20005 
Telephone: (202)216-9505 
Facsimile: (202)216-9510 



Respectfully submitted, 



STEIN, MCEWEN & BUI, LLP 





James e. McEwen 
Registration No. 41,983 
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